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Introduction 
The final examination on the “Central Asia in the World Politics” course aimed at master’s students majoring in Political Science is held to assess and evaluate cognitive, functional and systemic competence of the graduates related to conceptualization of region, history and contemporary state of Central Asia as a region, the regional factors from within and beyond, bilateral and multilateral regimes the Central Asian states are engaged in.

Examination Procedure
The examination is to be held off-line in an oral format. The examination starts according to the Examination Schedule. Please, consult your schedule and instruction well in advance. The examinee must be present 10 min. prior the beginning of the examination. The duration of examination is 90 minutes. The Examination contains 45 questions grouped by three questions in one QUESTION LIST that shall be randomly chosen by Master’s students at the beginning of the examination. 
WARNING!!! In the case of manifest violation of the Examination Procedures and Rules (see the Instruction), the examination is terminated, and the results are annulled.

Examination Content
In order to pass the examination successfully, we recommend revising the course materials to form a clear understanding of the following:

History of IR as academic discipline 
•	political philosophy
•	scientific revolution
•	social science
•	positivism VS interpretaionalism;
•	political science
•	IR as academic discipline: political science, political history and sociology of the international. 

IR as a theory, definition, scope, subject matter, terms and concepts 
•	What is IR theory;
•	 What are the  methods of IR theory?
•	What is the scope and subject matter of IR?
•	What is unit and level of analysis? 

Classification of IR theories/research 	
•	applied VS theoretical;
•	exploratory, explanatory, descriptive;
•	systemic and systematic;
•	Positivist VS post-positivist.

International system
•	 notion of system; elements, relations, structure;
•	international system;
•	Westphalian system;
•	Concert of Europe (Vienna system);
•	Versailles system;
•	Yalta-Potsdam system;
•	polarity: multipolarity, bipolarity, unipolarity. 

International actor/factor/ sub-system;
•	actor/participant of IR, subject of IL;
•	sub-systems/regimes; the UN, Charter, NNPT, VCDR, VCLT, UN Human rights regime, Geneva conventions;
•	regional sub-systems: NATO, EU, OSCE, EAEU, SCO, CSTO and others.

International politics VS International Relations;
•	International politics  and international relations in theory;
•	International politics and international relations in practice. 

Classical realism;
•	Anarchy;
•	Self-help system;
•	Power, balance of power;
•	State as rational actor;
•	Great power; hegemony. 

Neo-realism 
•	Structural realism;
•	Offensive realism;
•	Defensive realism;
•	Security dilemma.

liberalism 
•	Classical liberalism;
•	Idealism;
•	Institutionalism;
•	Interdependency;
•	National preference;

Neo-liberalism 
•	Transnationalism and globalization;
•	International society and socialization of states;
•	Non-state actors.

Marxism 
•	Materialist historism;
•	Materialist dialectics;
•	National interests VS class interests;
•	Imperialism/colonialism.

Neo – Marxism 
•	Cultural Marxism and Gramsci;
•	Trotskyism;
•	Dependency theory;
•	Post-colonial theory;
•	World-system analysis.

Post-modernism, post-structuralism, constructivism
•	Modernism VS post-modernism;
•	Positivism VS post-positivism;
•	Meta-theory and meta-narrative;
•	Deconstruction;
•	Archeology (method) and governmentality;
•	Hard and soft constuctivism;
•	Securitization theory. 

Critical Theory, Sociology of the International 
•	Frankfurt school;
•	Emancipation;
•	Critical feminist theory;
•	Critical racial theory;
•	Sociology of the International. 


ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
The answer must contain the following structural elements:
1. Introduction presents the main argument (thesis).
1. Main part - consistently follows the argument (thesis) according to the structure. The main thesis may be divided into several arguments, each of which is presented in a separate paragraph, which, in turn, has to contain the following: a statement and / or a question, supporting arguments, examples illustrating arguments, a final sentence (may contain a "transition" to the next considered the question that is revealed in the next paragraph).
1. Conclusion is to show that the question/problem is addressed  fully.

While assessing the essay, the reviewer shall consider the following: 
- topical knowledge and analysis;
- originality, logic, consistency and conclusiveness of argumentation;
- factual accuracy;
- structure, coherence and cohesion; 

MARKING THE ANSWER 
1. “Distinction”: the answer is excellent and meets all the criteria above;
1. “Merit”: the answer is good but one or two criteria are not fully met;
1. “Pass”: the answer is of satisfactory quality, there are three, four or five instances when it fails to meet the above criteria;
1. “Fail”: the answer is poor quality and fails to meet all or majority of the above criteria; it does not relate to the topic. 
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